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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session Tuesday, December 17, 2019, 
at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full 
conformity with the rules and regulations.  Councilor/Chair Parker called the meeting to order in the absence 
of the Mayor Jackson and Mayor Pro-Tem Miller and asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to call roll.  Those 
present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson (absent)   
 
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller (absent  
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Veronica A. Cordova   Dianne Y. Parker (Chair of Meeting)  

Chadrick H. Heflin     Oscar H. Robinson       
    Jake J. Lopez (absent)    Jessica J. Smith  
     Michael James “Jim” Lucero            
 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sammy Standefer, City Manager  John DeSha, Public Wks. Dir. 
    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Randy Knudson, City Attorney 
    Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director  Carla Weems, Chief Proc. Ofcr. 
    Veda Urioste, Deputy City Clerk  Christine Mitchell, I.T. Tech. 
    Susan Baysinger, PW Projects Adm. Pat Gallegos, Police Chief   
    Chris Williams, Dep. Police Chief  T. J. Cathey, Fire Chief 
    Antoinette Brezovsky, Emg. Mgmt.   
 
     
OTHERS PRESENT:  Matthew Brock, Press   Bill Hendrickson, RCCDC Exec. Dir. 
    Adolpho Cordova   Doug Rapp 
      
 
Chair Parker asked Councilor Robinson to give the invocation and Chair Parker led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
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(A)  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S): 
1.  Regular Meeting of December 3, 2019. 

 
Chair Parker asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 3, 2019.  He 
asked for comments or corrections.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero 
made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of December 3, 2019 as 
presented.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in 
favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(B)  ANNOUNCEMENT OF AWARD PRESENTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & 
ADMINISTRATION TO MARILYN RAPP, CITY FINANCE DIRECTOR 

Chair Parker asked City Manager Standefer to present the Leadership Award and Director’s Award received 
by Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director and the City of Portales from the Department of Finance & Administration 
/Local Government Division (DFA/LGD).  City Manager Standefer told the Council that Mrs. Rapp was given 
an award at the annual State Budget Conference by the DFA/LGD.  He commented that it was a very great 
honor and that the City wants to recognize Mrs. Rapp for her accomplishments.  He added that we always 
knew she did a great job and now the rest of the state knows it too.  Mrs. Rapp received the 2019 
Leadership Award upon nomination by the City’s analyst in the department and the City received the 2019 
Director’s Award.  Chair Parker commended and congratulated Mrs. Rapp for her work for the City. 
 
 
(C) RATIFICATION OF FINANCE DEPARTMENT’S ACTIONS ON THE BILLS FOR NOVEMBER 2019 

Chair Parker asked Finance Director Marilyn Rapp to present the bills for November 2019.  Finance Director 
Rapp told the Council that she came before them to ask for ratification of the bills for the month of 
November 2019.  She told the Council that the amount of the bills was $1,294,468.44.  She stated that they 
were within budgeted limits and that there was nothing unusual in the bills.  She asked for questions from 
the Council, and ratification of the bills if there were no questions.   
 

November 2019 
Pooled Cash Fund 999 1,294,468.44      

 
Councilor Lucero asked how the City is doing at the middle of the year.  Marilyn said that the City is doing 
well.  Enough money in the budget.  1st quarter reports will be sent to you soon and 2nd quarter later.   
Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Hefl in made the motion to approve the bills 
for November 2019 as presented.  Councilor Cordova seconded the motion.  All Council 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
   
 
(D) REQUEST FOR EXTENSION TO ABATE NUISANCE ON THE PROPERTY AT 417 N. MAIN 
SUBMITTED BY DORA PACHECO, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF DECEASED OWNER 

Chair Parker asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to present the request by Dora Pacheco for an extension of 
time to abate the nuisance on the property at 417 N. Main.  She told the Council that Mrs. Pacheco had 
submitted a letter and other documents to request the extension.  She stated Mrs. Pacheco has been 
working to get the property into her name so she can get the property abated.  She told them that the 
house has been knocked down for removal of the nuisance.  Chair Parker asked for questions.  60 days were 
granted.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Robinson made the motion to 
approve an extension of 60 days to Mrs. Pacheco for abatement of the nuisance.  Councilor 
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Lucero seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 

Chair Parker thanked the Police Department for the efforts of the Code Enforcement Officer.   
   
 
(E) AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATION WITH THE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS OFFEROR FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR ON-CALL SERVICES AT THE PORTALES MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Chair Parker asked Chief Procurement Officer Carla Weems to present the request to release the Request for 
Proposals and to enter contract negotiations with the most advantageous offeror for professional 
engineering services for on-call services at the Portales Municipal Airport.  Mrs. Weems told the Council that 
the City requests approval to release an RFP for qualifications and experience information for principal 
consultants to provide planning and professional engineering services for potential projects at the Portales 
Municipal Airport.  She added that the staff requests permission to begin contract negotiations with the most 
advantageous offeror.  Mrs. Weems told the Council that a contract will be brought back to them for 
approval. Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to 
authorize the release of the RFP and to enter into contract negotiation for on-call Professional 
Engineering Services for the Portales Municipal Airport.  Councilor Robinson seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
(F) REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 10 FOR JOHNSON HILL WEST TANK 
PROJECT – SMITHCO CONSTRUCTION, INC. CONTINGENT UPON FUNDING AGENCY APPROVAL 

Chair Parker asked Public Works Director John DeSha for presentation of the request to approve Change 
Order No. 10 for the contract with Smithco Construction, Inc. for the Johnson Hill West Tank Project 
contingent upon funding agency approval.  Mr. DeSha told the Council that the net change to the contract is 
a reduction in the total price by $11,329.19 and a reduction in the NM gross receipts tax for a new contract 
amount of $2,536,724.28.  Mr. DeSha asked the council to approve Change Order 10 pending funding 
agency approval.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to 
approve Change Order No. 10 reducing the amount of the contract w ith Smithco Construction, 
Inc. by $11,329.19 and reduction of the NMGRT as presented.  Councilor Cordova seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 
(G) REQUESTING APPROVAL TO PURCHASE A FREIGHTLINER M2 106 GARBAGE TRUCK WITH 
SIDE DUMP BODY FOR THE SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT 

Chair Parker asked Public Works Director John DeSha for presentation of the request to approve the 
purchase of a garbage truck for the Solid Waste Department through CES for $193,447.00 that includes an 
extended warranty.  Mr. DeSha told the Council that the request is to buy a new trash truck within budgeted 
funds.  He told them that the new truck will have back-up cameras and that the department will take one old 
truck out and put this one into service.  He commented that the department must keep a rotation of   
equipment.  Councilor Lucero asked why the truck wasn’t on the ICIP.  Mr. DeSha said that the truck could 
certainly be put on the ICIP and City Manager Standefer stated that it was budgeted.  Mr. DeSha 
commented that the latest garbage truck purchase was 4 years ago.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the 
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Council.  Councilor Cordova made the motion to approve the purchase of the garbage truck 
through CES for $193,447.00 as presented.  Councilor Heflin seconded the motion.  All Council 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(H) UPDATE ON SOLID WASTE COLLECTION HIGH VOLUME AREAS 

Chair Parker asked Public Works Director John DeSha for presentation of the high-volume areas in the solid 
waste collection system.  Mr. DeSha told the Council that a new ordinance was written to get trash out of 
the alleys in the city, but that there are some people who continue to dump in the alleys.  He commented 
that the City is still having some problems with the dumpsters.  He pointed out the dumpster hot spots on 
the map.  Chair Parker asked what the turnaround time was for the trash in the alleys.  Mr. DeSha stated 
that the department tries to get around town four (4) times a year.  Chair Parker asked if the City was using 
smaller dumpsters.  Mr. DeSha talked about the Department’s right-size program of placing a 3-yard 
dumpster for every four (4) homes.  He stated that the right-size program has helped somewhat and that 
there has been more trash taken to the Convenience Center by customers and many calls to find out about 
the Convenience Center.  He asked for further questions.  There were no more questions. 
  
 
(I) PRESENTATION OF CONSULTANT CHARLES WILSON’S OVERVIEW OF CITY OF PORTALES 
2018 WATER SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
 
Chair Parker asked Public Works Director John DeSha for presentation of the overview of the annual water 
supply and demand report for 2018 as prepared by Dr. Charles Wilson, Consultant.  Mr. DeSha told the 
Council that the report is completed annually and that it shows a steady decline in the well field.  He 
commented that the well field has had some recharge.  Mr. DeSha commented that the City’s overall ability 
to pump out of the well field has continued to decline.  He stated that one positive thing that Dr. Wilson 
reports is that conservation is continuing to help the City.  He commented that the City has better metering 
of the water usage and has good people working in the wellfield to assist with control of the well field.  
Councilor Lucero asked about the water data.  Mr. DeSha responded that the new data is more accurate.  
Councilor Lucero asked if the SCADA system takes care of the data on the wells.  Mr. DeSha responded that 
the current system does not handle the data on the wells. Councilor Lucero asked where we are at with the 
AMR meters.  Mr. DeSha responded that 4,000 meters have been installed but that 700 of them do not read.  
He reported that the Water Department is working on the 1” meter installation.  Mr. DeSha stated that the 
City has found some places that were not metered—one was at the public schools.  Councilor Lucero asked 
how the City will make up the water that is unmetered.  Mr. DeSha responded that there are several large 
meters at ENMU that will be replaced.  Mr. DeSha commented that 3% water loss is acceptable and is the 
goal for the water system.  Councilor Lucero asked if the City will expand the use of reuse water.  Mr. DeSha 
said that we are currently able to completely water the cemetery.  He said that the parks will be put on the 
reuse water system and that they will be watered on a rotation.  Councilor Lucero asked if DFA would be 
able to contribute to the reuse system. Mr. DeSha responded affirmatively.   
 
 
(J) AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR RFP #2019-09-29 FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR CITY OF PORTALES KILGORE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONTINGENT UPON 
FUNDING AGENCY APPROVAL 
 
Chair Parker asked Public Works Director John DeSha to present the award of contract for RFP #2019-09-29 
for Phase 1 professional surveying, planning and engineering services for the City’s Kilgore Improvement 
Project for Kilgore Avenue from Hwy 70 to NM 88.  Mr. DeSha reported that the RFP was released in 
September, ratification of release and negotiation was granted by Council on October 1st, and the RFP was 
closed on October 15th.  He stated that 2 proposals were received and then reviewed on November 1, 2019.  
He commented that negotiations were completed with Molzen Corbin for the services contingent upon 
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funding agency approval. He reported that the cost of the project is not to exceed $115,000.00 plus NMGRT 
of 7.3125%.  Councilor Lucero asked if the City will work on the street from NM 88 south.  Mr. DeSha said 
that the section of the street is not sited correctly in the easement and that there is a drainage issue.  He 
added that NM 88 is a water collector and that it needs to be addressed.  Councilor Lucero commented that 
the City had chip sealed Kilgore from 3rd to 70.  Mr. DeSha stated that the Kilgore project will have to include 
changing the profile of the road.  City Manager Standefer commented that the City had 4 different estimates 
on parts of the road.  He added that what drove us to choose where we could use the money was based on 
trying to do construction on the road.  He stated that he wants to see work going on the ground not going 
to engineering.  Mr. DeSha stated that the City will have to make repairs from 3rd Street to 18th.  He said 
that the City asked for 3 million dollars from the legislature.  Mr. DeSha stated that a project to improve 
Kilgore from 3rd to 18th is a much more complicated project.  He asked that the Council approve the award of 
contract for engineering services for the Kilgore improvement project.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of 
the Council.  Councilor Heflin  made the motion to award the contract for RFP 2019-09-29 for 
professional engineering services for the K ilgore improvement project not to exceed 
$115,000.00 plus NMGRT contingent upon funding agency approval as presented.  Councilor 
Cordova seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
(K)  OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Chair Parker asked for items of other business for any matter not known about or which could not have been 
reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting of the agenda.  Public comments will be limited to three (3) 
minutes per speaker.  Individuals are limited to one (1) presentation per meeting, and only a maximum of 
six (6) speakers per subject.  Councilors will not respond to comments or answer any questions to avoid any 
possible violation of the Open Meetings Act.  Questions, or requests for information should be directed to the 
City Manager in writing during regular business hours. 
 
Chair Parker asked for comments.  
 
Comments: 
  

• Chief Gallegos told the Council that the Santa Cop project was successful this year.  He said that he 
wanted to recognize the people in the department coming together and organizing the effort.  He 
commented that they had done an excellent job.  He reported that there were 325 kids that received 
toys.  He thanked the many volunteers from the community and mentioned Councilor Cordova and 
her husband.  Councilor Cordova commented that decorating gets better and better every year.   

 
• Councilor Cordova reminded the Staff about the leak at Kaywood and Avenue M.  She commented 

that several people from M Place have complained about the trash in the alleys.  Councilor Cordova 
asked about the Brady Brunson fire and debris.  City Manager Standefer responded that the 
resolution is clear about the process and that Mr. Brunson has to come before the Council to request 
an extension.  

 
• Chair Parker asked about potholes.  Public Works Director DeSha said that the Parks Department is 

filling in the potholes with mix and the Street Department has been going along behind them to seal 
them.   
 

• Councilor Robinson asked that the state be notified about the condition of the street surface of 
North Avenue B going north.  
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Chair Parker wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  
 
There was no further business.   
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chair Parker adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City   


